512-6-1 Checklist for Dealing with Prior Criminal Record

1. Determine the date of the conviction. The longer the period of time between the conviction and trial, the more likely a motion in limine will be granted excluding evidence of the conviction.

2. Determine the type of conviction. For example, an argument which resulted in a minor assault and battery would not be as damaging as a shoplifting or theft charge.

3. Did your client plead guilty or did the case proceed to trial? If your client pled guilty, then you can argue to the jury tha the or she owned up to the crime and paid a debt to society.

4. Did the offense involve children, such as sexual or child abuse? If so, such evidence could be extremely damaging and prejudicial. Rule 403 plays an even greater role in these types of crimes.

